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SUBJ: SOVIET OFFICIALS COMMENT ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS 

1 . AT SPASO LUNCHEON FEB. 10 FOR SENATOR BROOKE, FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS COMMENTATOR YURI ZHUKOV MENTIONED TO ME HIS CONCERN 
THAT US MEDIA HAD SPREAD STORIES ABOUT NSC MEETING ALLEGEDLY 
HELD DURING SECRETARY'S RECENT MOSCOW VISIT, HIS ' RECALL" TO 
WASHINGTON, ETC. ZHUKOV SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE SUCH TALES, 
ALTHOUGH THEY CAUSED SOME CONCERN HERE AS TO RELIABILITY OF 
US NEGOTIATING POSITIONS. 

2. ZHUKOV SAID HE WOULD BE APPEARING ON TV NEXT SATURDAY 
EVENING TO COMMENT ON THE WORLD SCENE. HE INDICATED HE 
WOULD BE UPBEAT ON SALT AND GENERAL CONCEPT OF DETENTE. 
ANGOLA WAS A "DIFFICULT” PROBLEM, HE SAID, AND US AND SOVIET 
VIEWS OBVIOUSLY DIFFERED SHARPLY ABOUT IT. HE SAID HE WOULD 
MAKE THESE DIFFERENCES VERY CLEAR. 

3. IN A SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH ARBATOV, DIRECTOR OF 
INSTITUTE OF US AND CANADIAN STUDIES, HE SAID THE US HAS 

" REALLY BECOME A DIFFICULT PARTNER" FOR THE SOVIET 
UNION. HE CITED THE LANGUAGE USED IN THE SECRETARY'S 
SPEECH IN SAN FRANCISCO ON "CONTAINMENT”, SAYING HE 
FOUND THIS ALMOST UNBELIEVABLE IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR 
PRESENT RELATIONSHIP. THE VIEWS OF THE SECRETARY AND 
THE PRESIDENT ON ANGOLA WERE ALSO SURPRISING. ARBATOV 
THOUGHT THE US STANCE MUST BE MOTIVATED BY DOMESTIC 
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EXPLANTION FOR IT. (COMMENT: THIS IS BECOMING A 
FAIRLY STANDARD LINE ON PART OF SOVIET OFFICIALS). 

4. 1 NOTED THAT THE SECRETARY HAD EXPLAINED OUR VIEWS ON 
ANGOLA IN DETAIL TO BREZHNEV AND GROMYKO WHEN HE WAS IN 
MOSCOW AND THE SOVIETS COULD BE UNDER NO APPREHENSIONS 
ABOUT THE DEPTH OF OUR FEELING SON ANGOLA. WHEN I MENTIONED 
THE USE OF CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA AS ONE ELEMENT OF OUR 
CONCERN, ARBATOV SAID HE COULD UNDERSTAND US "SENSITIVITIES'' 
ON THIS, BUT HE MAINTAINED THE MATTER HAD BEEN INFLATED 
OUT OF ALL PROPORTION. 

5. ON THE PARTY CONGRESS, ARBATOV SAID HE HAD BEEN WORKING 
WITH BREZHNEV AT ZAVIDOVO RECENTLY ON GENERAL SECRETARY'S 
SPEECH. LATTER IS NOW VIRTUALLY COMPLETED EXCEPT FOR SOME 
FINAL RETOUCHING. AS REPORTED SEPTEL, ARBATOV SAID HE 
EXPECTED NO SURPRISES DURING CONGRESS IN TERMS OF POLICY 
OR PERSONNEL CHANGES, ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT EXCLUDE SOME 
OF LATTER. HE THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT THEY WOULD NOT 
AFFECT THE "CENTRAL LEADERSHIP GROUP". 
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